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“Pictures ' JInterviews James Well

THE GREAT LITTLE COMEDIAN TELLS OF HIS FILM EXPERIENCE>

UST an actor. that is all ke elaims for
himself. But what anactor and what
anartiste. When I last left “ Jimmy”

(he is known by this title to his friends
the world over), after a non-stop run
from Leamington to Paddington, he was
a smart, dapper little gentleman, with
whom Providence had been more than
kind ; but to-night. as I interviewed him
for PrcrurEes, I beheld a drink-sodden
old reprobate. ragged and disreputable,
a “make-up ” so perfect that he could
walk through the streets and not one
person in a hundred would guess him to
be anything but the character he is
playing in T%e Man in the Street.

[ found James at the Grand Theatre,
Clapham, just after the first house per-
formance. He had been tosome charity
matinée all the afternoon, where they
had velieved him of every penny he
possessed, even to the last two postage-
stamps. and he looked somewhat tired.

But the extraordinary energy and
pluck rolled up in the little comedian is
remarkable. and it takes the genial old
baby-faced Walter (his fidus Achates) all
his wonderful power of persuasion to
keep him from over-doing things.

“ Well, Mr. Welch, tostart with, where
were you born ¥ ”

*1 was born in Liverpool, fifty years
ago; I'm not a Taffy although I'm
Welch ; I'm a Toffy because I come from
Everton. Get away there, you boys !”

“Oh! you are forgiven. Fire away.”

“My father was an accountant, and
after leaving school I entered his office.
But my joining an amateur dramatic
club somewhat npset the idea of business,
and in 1887 I finally forsook figures and
took to the stage.”

“1 know of all your great successes.
and so do nearly all my readers, but
what they are most concerned with now
is your experience with film acting.”

“Well, the cinema is the gift to see
ourselves as others see us, as the poet
says, and oh! when I first saw myself
m the secreen I could see faults that I
have tried hard to get rid of since. [t
is a most peculiar feeling to see oneself
on the screen for the first time. Perhaps
you may have noticed it yourself # ”

I had to admit the crime.

“You must not think that 7%e New
Clown and When Ii./ll'[//t[.\' Were Bold are
my first picture work. Oh,no! I took
up the idea nearly seventeen years ago,
and produced pictures for the biograph
for the Palace Theatre. -Our studio was
the New Gallery in Regent Street, now

known as the New Gallery Kinema.

[ shall never forget when we turned on our lights there for
the first time. They were about 160 eandle-power, and some-
We blew up a considerable portion of
Regent Street. I don’t think we did any more work that day.”

“1t requires a good deal of capital to start a studio,” I

thing went wrong.

remarked.

“Yes, and we séemed to find a good deal somehow or other.
Mostly by dipping our hands into one another’s pockets;
but, there, our venture seemed to miss the hoat,” said Jimmy,

with a whimsical smile

“On your return to picture work after your long pause,

what was your impression ?”’

“Inoticed a great improvement in every branch of produc-
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